

ADOPTED 9/13/11


Introduced by Council Member Holt: 

RESOLUTION 2011-513-A
A RESOLUTION CALLING TO ACTION ALL CITIZENS OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA TO JOIN THE “SUPPORT OUR PORT” BRING THE NOISE COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN BY RAISING AWARENESS THROUGH EDUCATION, ACTIVISM AND LETTER WRITING; MOBILIZING NORTHEAST FLORIDA’S COMPETITIVE SPIRIT TO DRIVE PORT PROGRESS, A STRONGER ECONOMY AND A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Port Authority (JAXPORT) is Northeast Florida’s primary economic engine, supporting 65,000 jobs and generating over $19 billion in annual economic impact, as reported in 2009 by the maritime research firm, Martin Associates; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville has all of the attributes to be a top tier transportation center with easy access to three major Interstate highways, served by three railroads, including two Class I railroads, a seaport with one state-of-the-art post-Panamax container terminal and another in progress, a great labor situation and room to expand; and


WHEREAS, the future of the port is threatened by a navigational restriction where large ships cannot enter the harbor fully loaded with cargo; fixing this issue will bring more cargo to JAXPORT and create more than 3,500 jobs throughout the region; and JAXPORT needs a deeper harbor to handle the bigger container ships that will be arriving on the East Coast in several years when the newly expanded Panama Canal opens; and 


WHEREAS, since Washington D.C. and Tallahassee MUST hear a loud, unified message from our citizens and private sector businesses who stand to benefit from the port's success, a group of concerned Northeast Florida professionals realized the port cannot lobby for itself alone and formed the Support Our Port Community Campaign with a mission to mobilize Northeast Florida’s competitive spirit to drive port progress, a stronger economy and a better quality of life; and


WHEREAS, a total of 5,000 letters were collected at the kick-off event for this coalition that gathered 125 members of the Northeast Florida community on June 9th, 2011 in an effort to BRING THE NOISE by showing their support for port enhancements through a community letter writing campaign; and


WHEREAS, the Support Our Port Community Campaign is working with a variety of industry and civic groups to provide the education and resources necessary in an effort to raise awareness of the issues and conduct their own letter writing campaigns; and


WHEREAS, a “Support Our Port” BRING THE NOISE rally will be held on October 6, 2011 at the Jacksonville Landing and
all letters collected will be hand delivered to the recipients in Washington D.C. and Tallahassee; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby calls to action all citizens of Northeast Florida to join the “Support Our Port” BRING THE NOISE Community Campaign by raising awareness through education, activism and letter writing, mobilizing Northeast Florida’s competitive spirit to drive port progress, a stronger economy and a better way of life

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

      /s/ Steven E. Rohan      _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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